Land Services Department
Public Land Management
322 Laurel Street, Suite 12
Brainerd, MN 56401

NEWS

- CROW WING COUNTY

BRAINERD, MINNESOTA 56401

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Kirk Titus
August 21, 2013 218/824-1115

County Natural Resource Managers Identify Candidate Timber Stands

Crow Wing County Natural Resource Managers have completed the development of a Five Year
Candidate Stand List. The list is a tool for managers to identify which timber stands are ready for
thinning or harvest. The list is also a proactive approach by the County to inform neighboring
landowners and other forest users of the county’s forest management plans for the next five
years.

In forestry terms, a “stand” is a group of trees that is relatively uniform in species composition,
size, density and can be managed as a single unit. County Natural Resource Managers evaluated
over 5,300 different timber stands on the county manage public land by utilizing the forest
inventory data such as species, age, site productivity and density in a geographic information
system (GIS).

Since all tree species have unique characteristics, they are managed accordingly. Short lived
species like aspen are mature at age 50 and harvested. Longer lived species like red pine can be
thinned several times before the reaching maturity with a final harvest at age 100.

Crow Wing County Natural Resource Manager, Ryan Simonson stated, “The 5-Year Candidate
Stand List is an important planning tool that provides clear direction on which stands are
evaluated for a potential harvest in the next five year period and also helps distribute the timber
harvests geographically over the county managed public lands.” Simonson added, “The GIS and
GPS technology, used by county land managers has created increased efficiencies and greatly
improved the work product.”

The 5-Year Candidate Stand map can be found as a data layer on the County’s Interactive Maps
page. http://www.crowwing.us/index.aspx?NID=85

The County manages 105,000 acres of forest land for timber production and diverse recreational
opportunities for multiple users. The sale of timber at public auctions during the year funds the
county’s management of these lands, while providing revenues to local communities. County
forest lands are managed to strict environmental standards established by both the Sustainable
Forestry Initiative and the Forest Stewardship Council certification standards.
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